Amendments Explained 
Amendments #1-10:  The Bill of Rights
· Amendment #1:  Protects freedoms of speech, press (the media), assembly (gathering as an organization or to protest), petition (writing to the government), and religion.
· Amendment #2:  Gives the people the right to “bear arms” (own and possess weapons)

· Amendment #3:  Citizens cannot be required to house soldiers without the consent of the owner or without the passage of a law by Congress (remember the Quartering Act from the colonies)

· Amendment #4:  Protects citizens against “unreasonable searches and seizures;” citizens’ personal property cannot be searched without probable cause (a search warrant)
· Amendment #5 (Rights of the accused):  Nobody can be deprived of their rights to life, liberty, or property without due process of law (following the established procedures to convict somebody), nobody can be acquitted of a crime and then retried for the exact same crime (double jeopardy), nobody can be forced to incriminate themselves, the government cannot take private property for public use without property compensating the property owner (eminent domain); no one can be put on trial for a crime without an indictment
· Amendment #6 (Rights of the accused):  those accused of crimes have the right to a speedy and public trial, with an impartial jury, a trial in the same district the crime took place in (if possible), to be able to cross-examine the witnesses brought against them in trial, to present their own witnesses, and to have an the assistance of an attorney (the courts later on decided that the government has to provide attorneys to those who cannot afford them); they also have the right to be informed of the charges against them (writ of habeas corpus)
· Amendment #7 (civil law suits):  If a civil suit is worth more than $20, then a jury trial must be provided
· Amendment #8 (Rights of the accused):  The government cannot require excessive bail or impose cruel and unusual punishments
· Amendment #9:  The rights listed in the Bill of Rights are not the only rights the people have

· Amendment #10:  The powers not specifically given to the federal government by the Constitution are reserved for the state governments and the people.
Amendments #11-27
· Amendment #11:  Gives the federal courts the jurisdiction to hear law suits brought by the citizens of one state against another state (person vs. a state government); states cannot be protected from being sued by citizens of other states
· Amendment #12:  Changed the process by which the Electoral College chooses the President; the Electoral College will use separate ballots to elect President and Vice President (to make sure both were from the same party); if no candidate receives a majority of Electoral College votes, then the House of Representatives will choose the President from the top 3 candidates and the Senate will choose the Vice-President from the top 3 candidates
· Amendment #13:  Outlaws slavery

· Amendment #14:  All people born in the US or those who are naturalized citizens are in fact citizens of the US and of the state where they live; the state governments, just like the federal government (in Amendment #5) cannot deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of the law; the states also cannot deny any person living in that state equal protection under the law (**the Equal Protection Clause**)
· Amendment #15:  Prohibits the government (national and states) from denying a person’s right to vote on the basis of race

· Amendment #16:  Gives Congress the power to tax the incomes of citizens in the US
· Amendment #17:  The citizens, instead of the state legislatures, will elect the Senators
· Amendment #18:  Prohibited the production, sale, or transportation of alcoholic beverages
· Amendment #19:  Guaranteed women the right to vote.

· Amendment #20:  Moved the presidential inauguration date from March 4 to January 20

· Amendment #21:  Repealed the prohibition of alcoholic beverages (Amendment 18)
· Amendment #22:  Limits presidents to a maximum of two terms or ten years 
· Amendment #23:  Allowed citizens living in Washington, DC the right to vote for president and vice president (because Washington is a district and not a state, it did not have state privileges of electors)

· Amendment #24:  Prohibits poll taxes (a fee to vote) in national elections

· Amendment #25:  Established the process for the vice president to take over leadership of the nation when a president is disabled; set procedures for replacing the vice president if the position became open
· Amendment #26:  Lowered the voting age for federal and state elections from age 21 to age 18

· Amendment #27:  When Congress approves a pay raise for itself, it cannot take into effect until the next Congressional term
