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Course Description  Civics & Economics is a core class designed to acquaint students with the structure, roles, & powers of all levels of our government & economy. This course intends to enable & inspire you to become more informed of our government & more involved in your community. The curriculum is outlined by the NC Essential Standards & the course is required for graduation in all NC public schools.  The class is divided into eight units, which will address many topics ranging from the founding fathers & the 2016 elections to student loan debt & global trade. The NC Final Exam is worth 20% of your semester average.
         Civics  





Economics

I. Foundations of American Government

II. The U.S. Constitution
III. Constitutional Amendments & Supreme Court Cases
IV. American Identity & Citizenship
V. Personal Finance Literacy 

VI. Principles of the U.S. Economy 

VII. Government & the Economy
VIII. North Carolina Civics & Economics

Tutoring Schedule   Tuesdays & Thursdays from 2:30-3:30 are set aside for tutoring in my room, C103. I am occasionally available other days of the week, but by appointment only. I will not be available before school during 3rd Quarter because I have traffic duty. If I am not in my room, you can probably find me in the C109 workroom. I encourage students to seek additional assistance for any area of need, whether it is content or skill-based. Do not struggle silently; I am here to help!

Materials 
· REQUIRED supplies: 3-ring binder, lined paper, pencils & dark pens, highlighters

· Optional supplies: binder dividers, a spiral notebook, colored pencils, markers, Post-It Notes 
· Teacher wish list: printer/copy paper (any color), tissues, hand sanitizer
· Textbooks: students will have the option to check one out for extra support at home. In addition, there is a workbook available by request.
Expectations of You & Me
· It is always best to discuss issues or concerns in person. If you need to email me, however, promise to respond in a timely manner (within 24 hours); but know that email sent after 5pm may not be read until the following morning. 
· If you are having trouble with an assignment, please email me with your concerns as soon as possible, even if it is after hours, but also seek the help of a reliable classmate.
· Academic Integrity: Please make yourself aware of the definitions of cheating & plagiarism.  Surprisingly, many students are unaware of what constitutes cheating. Students who give or receive unauthorized assistance on any assignment or assessment will not receive credit & will result in three days of ASD. Subsequent transgressions will be recorded in PowerSchool.

· Please be aware of the CMS Code of Conduct. In addition, I abide by all of AK’s policies & rules, including absences & truancy, prohibiting of electronics & food/drink other than water, the dress code, etc. The first offense is a warning, followed my parent contact, ADS, referral to administration for ISS or OSS.

Guidelines & Procedures for Assignments  
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>>>





Make-Up Work   Students are responsible for everything missed, including new & upcoming assignments. Assignments are listed on the white board & on my weebly. All handouts are available in labeled folders located in the front of the classroom in the ABSENT? Box. Please do not ask for handouts or to schedule make-ups during class as this disruptive & should be done before the bell. Missed assignments must be initially be entered into PowerSchool as zeroes, even if the absence is excused. 


Make-up Tests will be administered by _____________ in ______ M. Tu. Th. If you are chronically absent on quiz/test days, you will take the free-response make-up version.








Late Work  All assignments are turned in at the beginning of class on their due date.  However, late work will be accepted until the unit test without penalty. Any assignment turned in later, will be allotted a maximum of a passing grade (60%). 








Active learning  During the first week or so of class, you will receive several handouts that detail best practices and research-based student strategies that will help you be successful in C&E, other high school classes, and in college or real-world situations. Some of these include notetaking, assessment re-takes, & news literacy. You will be expected to keep these handouts readily available all semester & to follow the guidelines therein.  








To Keep in Mind   One of the most difficult responsibilities about studying history, politics, & economics is understanding context & perspective. Acknowledging political, economic, & social elements of this course is important, yet it is just as important to understand that they come with underlying values, opinions, and emotions. The elements that we will be studying include divisive topics regarding political ideology, monetary policy, and social issues dealing with race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, & family values. Please keep an open mind; or at the very least, be respectful of the opinions of others.  





Directions Always pay close attention to directions for assignments (e.g. some assignments may be typed while others must be handwritten). In addition, you will be asked to keep an organized notebook, so please be sure to use an appropriate heading on all assignments, such as: 





Assignment Name & Number


Late or Resubmission (if applicable)


Your first, then last name


Date


Block
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