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Colonial Influences *¥TEACHER GUIDE**

Foldable Activity Answers.

This is a: What is the purpose of Big Ideas: Who wrote it? When?

% Government B
Document

O Agreement between
individuals

O Collection of
newspaper articles

Magna Carta

O Pamphlet

O Government
Document

V Agreement between
individuals

O Collection of
newspaper articles

Mayflower Compact

O Pamphlet

H’ Government
Document

O  Agreement between
individuals

QO Collection of
newspaper articles

English Biil of Rights

O Pamphlet

O Government
Document

0O Agreement between
Individuals

%’ Collection of
newspaper articles

a Pamphlet

Cato’s Letters

O Government
Document

O Agreement between
Individuals

O Collection of
newspaper articles

%’ Pamphlet

Common Sense

Foldable Activity Guide
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Limiting Government Name:

S Oh (\@g

/ o A constitutionis - j v
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Limits government like this:

* Tells how a country’s are made
Rule of law

Rights of the
Mineority protects the
rights of

* Tells how government
means laws are

s Lists the

and nobody is the law

of citizens.

Limits government like this: Limits government like this:

« Limits the power of the * The law applies to

* Even the

+ Makes sure everyone is treated must follow the law

* There are procedures to make

* Protects even sure the law is

groups

Separation of power

Consent of the governed means

citizens give their to be governed

Limits government like this:

divides

Limits government like this:

« Citizens have the right to « No branch gets too much

» Citizens can use their vote to « Each branch can "

the government what the other branches can do

+ Citizens can even change the » Each branch is responsible

for a different

by voting!

Graphic Organizer



Why Government? Name:

A Man with Many Hats

John Locke was born in England in 1632, at about the same time that
Hobbes was about to begin his life’s work as a philosopher. Locke
considered becoming a minister, started his career as a doctor, but ended
up as a philosopher and political scientist. He had many interests and
preduced a number of writings that influenced future leaders. One of those
leaders was Thomas Jefferson, who helped America gain independence
from Britain nearly 150 years after Locke was born. Jefferson studied
Locke's writings, and Locke’s ideas show up in our own Constitution.

John Locke

Experience The Blank Slate

One of Locke’s books, called An Essay Concerning Human
Understanding, took over 18 years to write! In it, he says that people
are born with a mind like a tabula rasa, which means a blank slate
or page. During life, that blank slate gets filled up with the things a
person experiences with the five senses. He said people learn and
develop differently because they are exposed to different things. The
one thing people have in common is that they are human and share a
EXPOSURE tO the WOI‘ld human nature that is the same for all people everywhere,

WL DA S P 0 5 S
ﬁ&h&x»bnm«n&
i

People need:
4 Life

o/ Liberty
g/ Property

Natural Rights

Locke imagined a set of natural rights that human beings share.
These are the right to life, liberty, and property. Life refers to the fact
that people want to live and will fight to survive, Liberty means that
people want to be as free as possible to make their own decisions.
Property represents the fact that people want to own things that
help them survive, such as land, food, and tools. Locke believed these
rights aren't given to people—people are born with them.

s msmm.amm

A VE MENT N:
& Offer Protections

1. Why do we need a government?

- e e

- Locke also wondered what life would be like if people didn't have a
- government. Like Hobbes, he believed this would lead to a state
. of nature with no rules, no one in charge, and no way for people
. . . - to protect their natural rights. He believed the purpose of

o/ Provide Services 4} government is to end the state of nature and give people certain
protections. But Locke also believed that governments should
protect people’s natural rights.

LIE R A

Social Contract

Locke believed a government can only be legitimate, or valid, if it is
based on a social contract with citizens. For Locke, the social contract
between a government and its people worked both ways: The people
agree to give up some freedoms, but only if the government agrees to
protect everyone’s rights. If the government fails to deliver, the people
have the right to revolt like the colonists did during the American
Revolution. This two-way exchange between citizens and government
was very different from Hobbes’ view,

. -
l%ﬁ“’lcs Reading p.2




Why Government? Name:

Nope, Not the Cartoon Tiger (the other Hobbes)

Thomas Hobbes was an English scholar and philosopher. He was born in
1588 and later became a tutor to a very wealthy family. As a tutor Hobbes
had access to many books, traveled often, and met many important thinkers.
Hobbes lived in Paris through the English Civil Wars and was interested in the
nature of government. He wrote about many topics, including politics,
geometry, physics, religion, and history, Hobbes was one of many scholars
who tried to answer the question, "Why do we have government?”

_ Thomas Hobbes
Poor, Nasty, Brutish, and Short
‘Hobbes saw humans as naturally selfish and quick to fight. He
believed that before there were governments, people fived in a
state of nature. In a state of nature, everyone had a right to
everything. In order to get what they wanted, people would always
be at war with everyone else. Nobody would produce anything like
inventions, art, or even crops or tools because they would be afraid
other people would take them away. Hobbes didn't paint a very
pretty picture of life without government.

Social Contract

Hobbes lived at a time when many philosophers were thinking about
the nature of government. He was one of the first of his era to
discuss the idea of a social contract between people and their
govemment. A contractis an agreement in which both sides agree to
something tn order to reach a shared goal. In Hobbes' view, pecple
agreed to give up some iights and power in exchange for protection.
But for Hobbes, the social contract was no two-way street. He
believed that once the people agreed to hand over power in
exchange for protection, they lost the right to overthrow, replace, or
even question the government,

Leviathan

Hobbes wrote a book called Leviathan (luh-VI-uh-then) to explain how he

thought governments should work. Hobbes wrote Leviathan during the

| English Civil War. He wrote about the social contract, and he spent much
of the book trying to show that a strong central-authority was-the-only way-

to avoid the evils of war, Hobbes believed a single sovereign, or ruler,

should have total authority over the people. He believed in a monarchy led

by a king. That's because he thought that government would work best if

| all the power rested in one place. No three ‘branches for Hobbest

Monarchy? Not Democracy?

Many political thinkers—including America's Founding Fathers—built on
Hobbes' ideas, especially the idea of a social contract. Hobbes was more
concerned with protection and order than rights. But people like John
Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau changed the focus from monarchy to
L , =) democracy—power with the people instead of a sovereign. They began to
Cover art from Leviathan, . see that people have rights that must be protected even from government,

io1vics | -- Reading p.1




Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712 — 1778)

Jean Jacques Rousseau was born in Switzerland, an orphan. After working as an
apprentice engraver, he eventually ran away to Paris where he earned his living as a
music teacher. In 1750 he won an essay competition for The Discourse on the
Sciences and the Arts and his intellectual career began. Like many French
philosophes, he was a vehement critic of the social and political order of his day. In
1762 Rousseau published The Social Contract, a masterwork of political science that
describes a just society in which liberty and legality are drawn from what he terms
the general will. According to Rousseau, a society consists of a collection of free
and rational beings living in a given community. It is the collective action of this
group that determines its contribution to social development and to humanity. Since
only those individuals who are free and equal under the law can enter into a contract
to form the general will, the general will becomes the moral force or authority, and
in turn, the final arbiter of right and wrong.

Right on Rousseau!

Read the following excerpts from The Social Contract and re-write them in your own words. Then, circle the
number on a scale of 1 1o 5 corresponding with how much you agree or disagree with M. Rousseau’s quote.

1. “Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains. Many a one believes himself the master of others,
and yet he is a greater slave than they.”

e e,

1 2 3 4 5
disagree neutral agree

2. “T...regard the establishment of the political body as a real contract between the people and the chiefs
chosen by them: a contract by which both parties bind themselves to observe the laws therein expressed,
which form the ties of their union.”

S

1 2 3 4 3
disagree neutral agree

3. “The social compact establishes among the citizens such an equality that they all pledge themselves
under the same conditions and ought all to enjoy the same rights.”

1 2 3 4 5
disagree neutral agree



Baron de Montesquieu (1689-1755)

Charles Louis de Secondat was born in Bordeaux, France, in 1689 to a weaithy
family. De Secondat studied science and history in college, eventually becoming
a lawyer in the local government. After his father’s death, he was placed under the
care of his uncle, Baron de Montesquieu. When his uncle died, de Secondat
acquired his title and his fortune. Montesquieu’s book, On the Spirit of Laws,
published in 1748, outlined his ideas on how government would best work.
According to Montesquieu, there were three types of government: a monarchy
(ruled by a king or queen), a republic (ruled by an elected leader), and a despotism
(ruled by a dictator). Montesquieu believed that a government that was elected by
the people was the best form of government. He argued that the best government
would be one in which power was balanced among three groups of officials-and
idea he called “separation of powers.”

You the man, Montesquieu!

Read the following excerpts taken from On the Spirit of Laws and then rewrite them in your own words. Next,
circle the number on a scale of 1 to 5 corresponding with how much you agree or disagree with Mr.
Montesquieu’s quote.

1. “When the legislative and executive powers are united in the same person, or in the same body of
magistrates, there can be no liberty; because apprehensions may arise, lest the same monarch or senate
should enact tyrannical laws, to execute them in a tyrannical manner.

/f

1 2 3 4 5
disagree neutral agree

2. “The great advantage of representatives is, their capacity of discussing public affairs. For this the people
collectively are extremely unfit, which is one of the chief inconveniences of a democracy.”

A

1 2 3 4 5
disagree neutral agree

3. Inatrue state of nature, indeed, all men are born equal, but they cannot continue in this equality. Society
makes them lose it, and they recover it only by the protection of laws.”

1 2 3 4 5
disagree neutral agree
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Wanted: A Just Right Government name:

CAUSES

CAUSES

CAUSES

~ BRITISH RULE

“ What were. the effects of British rule?

S133443

“ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

‘What problems did the Articles of Confederation lead to? -

S133443

. THE CONSTITUTION -

‘What problems did the new Constitution solve?

S103443

Cut & Paste Flow Chart
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C&E Unit 1  Ratification of the Constitution

The Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia was finished on September 17, 1787. Copies of the Constitution were
then sent to each of the 13 states for their ratification. Each of the 13 states then held conventions to decide on
ratification of the Constitution. Delegates in each state were sent to conventions to vote on whether or not their state
would ratify or vote for the Constitution to be the new law of the land, replacing the Articles of Confederation.

STATE Date of Ratification For Against
Delaware 12/7/1787 30 0
Pennsylvania 12/12/1787 46 23
New Jersey 12/18/1787 38 0
Georgia 1/2/1788 26 0
Connecticut 1/4/1788 128 40
Massachusetts 2/6/1788 187 168
Maryland 4/28/1788 63 11
South Carolina 5/23/1788 149 73
New Hampshire 6/21/1788 57 47
Virginia 6/25/1788 89 79
New York - 7/26/1788 30 27
North Carolina 11/21/1789 195 77
Rhode Island 6/7/1790 34 32

Note: When you read newspapers and pamphlets from the 18™ century America, notice that the small or lowercase s
looks like an £. In the first line of the poem, it reads, “ELEVEN STARS, in quick succession rise-“ not ELEVEN
STARS, in quick fucceffion rife.

The Federal Edifice
Eleven stars, in quick succession rise-
Eleven Columns strike our wond’ring eyes,
Soon o’er the whole, shall swell the beauteous dome,
Columbia’s boast —and Freedom’s hallowed home.
Here shall the arts in glorious splendor shine!
And agriculture give her shores divine!
Commerce refin’d dispense us more than gold,
And this new world, teach wisdom to the old-
Religion here shall fix her blast abode,
Array’d in mildness, like its parent God!
Justice and law, shall endless peace maintain,
And the “saturnian age,” return again.

Use this handout and your copy of the cartoon to answer the questions,

1. What does each of the pillars represent?

2. What is the significance to the order of the pillars?

3. Explain how the cartoon uses metaphor.

4. Is the cartoonist in favor or against ratification olf the Constitution? Explain your anéwer.
5. Which two states had the closest vote on ratification?

6. Which three states ratified the Constitution by unanimous vote?

7. How many states did it take for the ratification of the Constitution?
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